


one. In either a head or following sea, the bow parted the chop
nicely, keeping us comfortably dry. In a quartering sea, the wind
did deflect some light spray, not surprising considering the ugly
conditions. I've gotten soaked on 30-footers in similar blows.
Driving this skiff is just plain fun. It’s responsive and pops on
plane quickly with the torque of the four-stroke engine. Like a
panga, its narrow beam does give it a little tenderness, though
not to a fault. Similarly, the NX likes to ride on top of the
waves. A little throttle bump keeps the stern from sliding in a
tight turn. Adjusting the stainless steel wheel requires minimal
effort thanks to standard hydraulic steering.
For its modest price,
Sundance packs a lot of value
into this latest addition to
its line. Components like
stainless steel pull-up cleats,
a battery selector switch
and a 10-micron fuel filter
come standard. A waterproof
circuit breaker protects the
electrical system, while the
bow comes pre-wired for a
trolling motor with a beefy
6-gauge harness. The entire
liner contains foam insula-
tion, and a 10-year transfer-
able warranty backs the hull.
A closer inspection reveals
still more attributes. For example, the windshield and console
handrail are rigged with quick attachments so they can be
removed or lowered, allowing boat and trailer to clear a stan-
dard garage door. In the cockpit, the four gunwale-mounted
rod holders equipped with drainage tubes prevent water from
ending up in the bilge. The neatly organized and accessible aft
systems compartment makes servicing quick and easy.
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M  RPM MPH GPH
4 4,000 247 4.4
E 4,500 291 6.0
= 5000 320 6.9
M 5,500 36.5 8.9
E 5,800 384 10.5

W/A single 115 hp Yamaha four-stroke

The NX 21 console comes with LED lighting, a Yamaha
controls and gauge package, and glove-box storage. A 12-volt
power plug, stainless steel cup holders and forward console seat
also come standard. That seat holds an insulated, 32-quart com-
partment that can be plumbed as a second livewell. Vertical rod
racks straddle the console. The combination cooler seat with
reversible backrest comes standard as the helm seat, but there’s
also an optional leaning post with a rocket launcher and storage
bin. A Bimini or T-top with electronics box, coaming pads, and
rear deck pedestal chairs or folding jump seats top the rest of
the add-on list.

Ice the day’s catch down
in the 100-quart insulated
box on the port aft deck.
Add aeration and this com-
partment doubles as a release
well. A round, 66-quart
well on the aft centerline
will hold plenty of live bait.
Stow safety equipment, foul
weather gear and tackle bags
in the large forward deck
compartment.

Want more examples
of thoughtful design? The
molded anchor locker can
handle a real anchor, not a
wimpy wannabe. Transition-

al steps make access to the foredeck fast and smooth, another
welcome feature when fighting a hot fish or anchoring over the
right spot.

Add it all up and I give the NX 21 high marks for its class.
You'll feel comfortable letting the kids — the next generation
of anglers — take it out for an afternoon of fun. And maybe
they’ll even let you tag along. ~>



